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Case No. PB t7-26

(Whereupon, the regularl-Y
meeting of the Greenburgh Planning
commenced at. nine o¡clock p.m.)

s chedul e d
Board

1_0

CHAIRMAN SIMON: Good evening, and
welcome to the public hearing session of
tonight,'s Planning Board meeting. Coul-d you
please call the ro11?

MR. SCHMIDT: Viola Talia Ferrow?

MS. TALIA FERROW: Here.

MR. SCHMIDT: Kirit Desai?

MR. DESAI: Here.

MR. SCHMIDT: Walter Simon?

CHAIRMAN SïMON: Here

MR. SCHMfDT: Chet Watson?

MR. WATSON: Here.

MR. SCHMTDT: Mohamed Ayoub?

MR. AYOUB: Here.

MR. SCHMIDT: Hugh Schwartz?

MR. SCHWARTZ: Here.
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MR. SCHMIDT:
t.hat Michael Go1den is
evening. Thank you.

Not,e for the record
not present this

orÌeCHAfRMAN SIMON: We onlY have
thing on for a hearing this evening, and
that's PB L7-26, HunLer Road. Do we have
representative for that project? Please
forward and give your name.

a
step

MR. ABRAHAM: Good afternoon. MY
name is Salim Abraham. I reside at 54-1-0
Franc j-s l-.,ewis Boulevard in Rosedale, New
York. Irm here to represent the owner' Davíd
Surace, of 25 Hunter Road, Whj-te Plains, New
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Case No. PB 17 -26

10603. Thank you for your time. Have a
evening.

This project is an aPPlication to
build a rear wood deck and some impervious
pavers around the area. The house is located
within the hundred feet of the setbacks
required for the watercourse t.hat we could
see on the board here.

I rve worked

York
ni ce

We j ust
type of

MR. FRIED: Mr. Abraham, Irm
to interrupt for one second. We donrt
it on t.he screen, but you can see what
watercourse looks like.

MR. ABRAHAM: I do have other
copr.es.

9o r- ng
have
the

10

1l-

1,2

13

L4

15

L6

1_'7

18

19

20

2t

22

23

24

MR. FRIED: We have coPies here.
wanL to make sure the Board saw what
watercourse v/erre dealing with.

MR. ABRAHAM: Okay. When I get
involved with t,his project, I was, okay, just
doing a deck in the rear yard for my cLient I
have here, and this petition that we have is
we wenL through all the systems to get
approvals, and this deck would be the l-ast
process t,o get approved.

V'Ie did design a cufvert system that
will catch t.he amount of water t.hat we
suspect thaL will be implemented int'o the
area that we have on the side of that house.
We designed it in a \^/ay to catch most of the
water f rom the adj acent neighbors, and al-so
half of t.he roof of the property. And also
to catch it along the watercourse, \^¡e also
add extra drains, area drains, in case that
the water will come up higher than we
suspecLed, and that will drain back to the
cuLvert system and drain out to t.he system
toward the back of t.he house, toward the
grass sysLem.

25
Also, w€ did put in some vegetation



4

L

2

3

4

5

6

7

B

9

Case No. PB 17-26

as requÍred, you know, into the area, and
also t,o make sure during construction we
safeguard the areas with the sLraw belt
dykes, steel fence around the area also.
we did our best to went beyond what \^Ias
required to make sure that we don'L have
problem in the future.

So

And also \^/e did provide some
pict.ures on the p1ans, oû the lef t top
showing exactly the area after a hard rain
for my clients, and have here also on the
right side, correct, after heavy rains. So
t.his is standard to them.

the
the

no

the
10

AIso, when we sLart
culvert that you have across

proj ect
s t reet.

l1

L2

t3

L4

CHAIRMAN SIMON: That. puddle is on
your property or the adjacent properLy?

MR. ABRAHAM: His property. On his
property, yes. Af t,er heavy raj-n, that's what,
he gets every t.ime. And a1so, w€ did ask t.he
Town to come over and look at. the culvert to
see if any improvement could be made. They
came ih and just start cleaning up the
culverL, and I think that made some
improvemenL. David?

SURACE: A little bit.

ABRAHAM: But not that. much.
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CHATRMAN
the microphone and

You have to go to
yourself, please.

S IMON :

ident,ify

MR. SURACE: ïrm
on behalf of the homeowner

David Surace. I rm

V'Ihen we do get f lash f lood rain,
t,hat cul-vert drain f ills up f ast. I mean, wê
clean ouL t,he debris quite of ten. I go out
there on the weekend or before I go t,o work
and make sure there's no sticks, leaves,
anything in there that would clog it,
especially if \¡/erre having hard raj-n
expected. But when it. does raj-n, you know,

25
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Case No. PB 1"7-26

i-nches, inches an hour, Ry neighbor's yard
and my yard, that just there's so much
water pouring from the street into it
comes over the culvert drain. And then on
top of that, ffiy house is in like a fish bowL,
so all the water everybody eLse around me
is higher. And if you go to the back corner
of my property, you see that the waLer is
actually running t.hrough nei-ghbors' yards
into that swale and then that which hence
goes into the culvert, into the catch basin,
and out to the main sewer line.

I mean, it's happened eighL times
aLready. So Itve had the Fire Department.
there a few times to help us out. And I
dontt know, I guess, you know, we're doing
Lhe best \^/e canf and lverre my backyard
get.s so saturated that. the waLer comes in the
back door. Like it. comes up so sat.urat.ed
that. it comes in t.he door sil-1 in t.he
backyard.

So hopefully what we propose t.oday
will catch mosL of t.he roof water and my
driveway waLer. I can't say for any of my
neighbors ' water, but t.he f low j ust wasnr t
strong enough. Since t,he Town has come and
jetted out that culvert drain, I haven't
Irve only had one flood since. But, I mean,
there's so much debris coming from the road
and leaves and stuff that. comes pours over
on top, that during a rainstorm there's
really nothing I could do. I mean, you can't
sit, out there in a rain j acket and shovel it
out. There's nowhere for it to go.

So Irm assuming that putt.ing the dry
we1ls in t.he backyard is hopefully going to
ret.ain most of at least. my propertyrs water,
where supposedly the swale and culvert should
contain everybody else's water. My problem
is t.hat my grade is al-so low at t,hat where
the swaLe is is probably the lowest point on
my property.
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So I rve seen
has probably 60 yards

my neighbor's yard, he
from his house t.o where
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Case No. PB 1,7-26

t.he swale is, and it 's f looded up. On
February 16th of this year it flooded about
ten feet. to his house. So it was a l-ake back
there. I wasnrt finished with my house at
the t.ime, but I had water in my basement.
And I have like kind of a two step basement,
so I have a basement and then two steps to
the utility room. And my whoLe lower level
is flooded, and my garage and everything'
And my garage is the highest point.. It was
coming in. The swale would fill up and then
it would come int,o the properiuY, and then in
the garage. So, I mean, so fat what we have
come up with, this is the best thing, right?

MR. ABRAHAM: Yes.

Okay
10

1l- v
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CHAIRMAN SIMON:
are proposing will take
your patio and the roof

care of
runof f ?

So what
the water

MR. ABRAHAM: Not only that.
on t.he Lop of the culvert there will be
drains also t.hat will capture any exLra

AL so
area
water

that may come also from the southern
neighbors, towards the southern areas also

CHAIRMAN SIMON: So actuallY this
wifl

MR. ABRAHAM: Ten percent yes.

CHAIRMAN SIMON: -- take care of
some of the waLer that comes off.

MR. ABRAHAM: Correct. To Prevent
the water to descend toward the seal of the
garage. That would be the purpose of this
al-so. And also \^/e anticipate íf , you never
know that you can have like a two inch or
three inch water, rain per hour, we never
know, so that also can handle that system
also into it. So we try our best to improve
as much as possible, but at. the end of t.he
day mother nature wins, so we see now exactly
what we have to deal with.

25
CHAIRMAN SIMON: I t.hink what 's



7

l_

2

3

4

5

6

7

B

9

Case No. PB 17-26

before us is what precaut j-ons are you taking
to keep the water on your properLy. I know
there's a bigger issue of the surrounding
water which this Board cannot ad.dress. But
what's before us tonight is that you are
taking t.he proper sLeps to keep the water on
your property. So Lhe water runoff from the
pat io and your roof, You are taking proper
precautions to capture that, not to capture
the neighborhood swel1.

MR. ABRAHAM: The Court requires a
hundred percent. So we are up to 1"1-0 percent
bas i ca1 Iy .

MR. SCHMIDT: More than whaL's
required under the Code has been provided for
in their preliminary stormwater management
system which has been reviewed by the Town
Engineer.

Furthermore, the project went to the
ConservaLion Advisory Council. The applicant
met with the Council a few weeks ago. It
issued a positive recommendation which I
forwarded along to this Board. They had some
recommendations contained within that'
document that Lhe proposed pervious walkway
areas remain pervious and not ever be
converted to impervious surfaces. So that's
something that Irve taken into account in a
draft, decision that I prepared in the evenL
t.his Board turns it over to the Town Wetl-ands
Inspector.

Further, the aPPlicant did
substantially upgrade the immediate buffer
off the watercourse by providing for a ten
foot wide vegetated buffer on its property
with a series of plantings as shown on the
overhead which was reviewed bY the
Conservat j-on Advisory Council and the Town
Forestry Of f icer, all nat.ive plantings - If
you look out there now, it's just essentially
dirt all t.he way to t.he edge of the
watercourse, and. now following the project if
it's approved, it will all- be vegetated which
is a nice i-mprovement to the buf f er. So Ï
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Case No. PB t7-26

just wanted t.o point t.hat out.

Lastly, I just wanted Lo Point out
that. the project, as a whole constitutes a
Type I I act j-on under SEQRA, so it coul-d
qualify as a minor project that gets referred
to the Town Wet.lands Inspector for a
decision.

CHAIRMAN SIMON: Now, I visited
t he site yesterday, and f or t.he pro j ect.
that's being proposed, it. is indeed a minor
projecL, f or the t.hings that they are
responsible for. Now, there is a larger
issue of f J-ooding in the area, but thatrs not
what. t.his is addressing. Our responsibility
is Lo look at a project and to ensure t.he
applicant Ís up to Code in terms of capLuring
the water from the patio and the roof. And
based upon the plans and visiting the site, I
def init.ely would say it's a minor wetlands,
although the applicant has a bigger problem
of f looding . But that i s not what \¡¡e I re
addressing here.

MR. SCHMIDT: Real quick, it
doesntt look like the gentl-eman sLayed, but
one of the neighbors was in the audience
earlier, and he approached me before this
public hearing and just indicated that Lhere
are f looding issues in that area. And t.hat
section of HunLer Lane just happens to be a
bowl . ILrs the 1ow point. So you've got
water running down from Buena Vista, you've
got water running down from South CheIsea.
It just happens to be a low point.

So it is something that I gave that
gentleman my card and suggested that he
contact me so that I can arrange for a
meeting with our DPW staff to see if therers
any opportunity for Town-relaLed
improvements.

CHAIRMAN SIMON: There was one
other thing. When I was out there yesterday,
the Town has a curbing that goes that
channels the water into that watercourse, and
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Case No. PB t7 -26

on one side the Town has a curbing, but the
oLher side it's lacking, and I think \¡/e

should approach the DPW in terms of building
up t.he other side, so really to channel the
water down the culvert.

MR. SCHMIDT: I will relaY that to
Lhe Commissioner of Public lVorks.

CHAIRMAN
needs to be done.
yest.erday. It. was
1 acking .

I Lhink that
we l-ooked at it
that that was

S IMON :

Because
obvious

10

MR. DESAI : .Just I know You are
doing really a good job of what's the problem
with the property. The question is that
pervious payment, you are raising it to a
higher level?1_ 1-

L2

1_3

T4

MR. ABRAHAM:
grade. Whatever grade
the same grade that we
Lhe way to the back of

we keep the same
have there, thatrs
going to have all
house.

No,
you
are
the
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MR. DESAI: WhY? You would keeP
the same grade? If you raise it, it probably
is more usable in case of flooding.

MR. ABRAHAM: But You have a good
high grade, around three feet around the side
of the house. So I^Ie keep that same grade.
Not. even going down, we make sure t,hat werre
not changing any grade areas of the water.
So around the house you only have a higher
grade there and going towards the
waLercourse. So keep it the same.

MR. SCHMIDT: Right. The other
thing it does, it minimizes the disturbance
associat.ed with the proj ect, so that it can
still- be classified as a minor wetland
proj ect .

MR.
and also

ABRAHAM:
put more

Can I go 1n to remove
infield to raise itmore

up.
25
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Case No. PB 1,7 -26

CHAIRMAN SIMON: ATC
questions from the Board?

Any comments from the

And the gentleman, he

MR. SCHMIDT: I did.

t.here any

public? No?

has your card?

I will look to get
morni-ng. We'11-
it's ready so that

1_0

CHAfRMAN SIMON: So he'11 have an
opport.unity to express his opinions to you.

This should be under SEQRA a TYPe II
action. Do \^re have a motion Lo classif y this
as a Type II?

MR. DESAI: So moved.

MR. WATSON: Second.
1_1

t2
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1,9

CHAIRMAN SIMON: And Lhe ot.her
motion to declare t.his a minor

and Lurn it over to our Wetl-ands
to carry out t.he provisions of t.his

MS. TALIA FERROW: So moved.

MR. SCHTTTARTZ : Second.

CHATRMAN SIMON: All- in f avor?

MR. AYOUB : Aye .

MR. DESAI: Aye.

MR. SCHWARTZ: Aye.

MR. WATSON: Aye .

MS. TAI,IA FERROW: Aye .

CHAIRMAN SïMON: Aye.
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Case No. PB L7 -26

you can come pick it up and move forward with
your building permit.

CHAIRMAN SÏMON:
motion to close the public

MR. WATSON: I
t.he publ i c hearing .

Can I have a
hearing?

move that \^/e close

t-0

MR. SCHÍüARTZ : Second.

CHAIRMAN SIMON: All in favor?

MR. AYOUB : Aye .

MR. DESAI: Aye.

MR. SCHWARTZ: Aye.

MR. WATSON: Aye .

MS. TALIA FERROW: AYe.

CHAIRMAN SIMON: Aye.

Okay. We can go back into work

11
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(lrlhereupon, the meet.ing adjourned at
1,7 9zt2 p.m.)

l-8 *

1-9 Certif ied to be a Lrue and accurate transcript.
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