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TOWN OF GREENBURGH

Conservation Advisory Council
Minutes of Meeting
Thursday December 10, 2020
Zoom Meeting hosted by Aaron Schmidt and Theresa Tori
ROLL CALL:
    
CAC Members Present: 
T. Tori, M. Sigal, S. Hernstadt, M. Beal, D. Maiello, P. Guggenheimer, 
CAC Student Member: 
 S. Kornberg

Town of Greenburgh: 
Councilperson Ken Jones; Garrett Duquesne, Commissioner CD & C; Aaron Schmidt, Deputy Commissioner CD & C
Applicants for the Elmwood Preserve TB 18-02

David Steinmetz – counsel for applicant – Partner at Zarin & Steinmetz


Max Mahalek – counsel for applicant – Assoc at Zarin & Steinmetz


Jonathan Grebow – Ridgewood/Elmwood Owner LLC - Principal

Brett Owings – Ridgewood/Elmwood Owner LLC – Director of Development

James Caris – JMC Planning Engineering Landscape Architecture & Land Surveying PLLC.

Caren LoBrutto – SEQR consultant to the Town of Greenburgh
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

· None
CORRESPONDENCE:

· None
WETLANDS AND WATER COURSES PERMIT REFERRALS:
· Case No. PB 20-18 Eagle Energy Storage, LLC, 200 Knollwood Road Extension – Knollwood Country Club (P.O. Elmsford N.Y.) – Planning Board Steep Slope Permit, Wetland/Watercourse Permit, and Tree Removal Permit 
A Planning Board steep slope permit and wetland/watercourse permit application for a project consisting of the proposed construction of a 20 Megawatt Battery Energy Storage System on a portion of the Knollwood Country Club property. The applicant is proposing the construction of an electrical conduit through the Knollwood Country property to connect to the existing Con-Edison electrical substation on NYS Route 119, located in the Village of Elmsford. The applicant is proposing to lease approximately 69,960 sq. ft. (1.6 acres) of the 5,867,532 sq. ft. (134.7 acres) constituting the Knollwood Country property, for the purposes of this project. The applicant proposes approximately 3,339 sq. ft. of disturbance to 15-25% slopes (STEEP SLOPES), 2,934 sq. ft. of disturbance to 25-35% slopes (VERY STEEP SLOPES), and 1,312 sq. ft. of disturbance to 35%+ slopes (EXCESSIVELY STEEP SLOPES). The applicant is proposing approximately 3,069 sq. ft. of disturbance to the 7,405 sq. ft. of wetland/watercourse buffer area on the property. The applicant proposes the removal of 48 regulated trees, requiring a tree removal permit. The project area consists of approximately 69,960 sq. ft. (1.6 acres) within the 5,867,532 sq. ft. (134.7 acres) making up the Knollwood Country property, and is situated on the northwest side of Knollwood Road, 400 feet north of the intersection of Knollwood Road and Old Tarrytown Road. The property is located in the R-30 One-Family Residence District and is designated on the tax map of the Town of Greenburgh as Parcel ID: 7.341-168-1. 
There was a brief discussion on the status of the application.   CAC will write a memo to the TB recommending that if the application is allowed to move forward as a special permit that it should be classified as a Local Type 1 Action and a full EIS is required.
· Case No. TB 18-02 Elmwood Preserve, 850 Dobbs Ferry Road  (P.O. White Plains N.Y.) – DEIS Review
A continuation of a work session (November 18, 2020) to hear, as an Involved Agency, a presentation from the Applicant regarding the DEIS for a Zoning Map Petition (Zone Map change from R-30/R-20 to R-20, and Zoning Map change to Planned Unit Development -  PUD; Town Board approval required) for a proposal consisting of a 175-unit townhouse development that would consist of age restricted (55+) housing. The existing zoning districts of the site yield a maximum 119 unit conventional single family subdivision plan. Several alternative use and layout proposals were included in the DEIS. The site’s development (if rezoned to a PUD) would require site plan (Planning Board approval). Development at the site will require Planning Board steep slope, wetland/watercourse and tree removal (Town Forestry Officer approval) permit application, and Subdivision approval (Planning Board approval). The approximately 107-acre subject site (850 Dobbs Ferry Road, P.O. White Plains, Parcel ID 7.530-320-1…SE and 1…SG) was a former golf course (Elmwood Country Club – Dobbs Ferry Road) which is no longer in existence. The property is located in the R-20 and R-30 One-Family Residence Districts and is designated on the tax map of the Town of Greenburgh as Parcel ID: 8.370-265-1, 8.370-265-2, 8.370-265-3 and 8.370-265-4. 
The project was presented to the CAC by Mr. Grebo, who then entertained questions from the CAC.
The CAC will compile a list of issues and questions that they would like the addressed by the DEIS by January 14, 2021.
ON-GOING ITEMS       
· Tree Law Update – no new discussion
· 4 Corners proposal – no new discussion.
· Town Code and SEQR – no new discussion
· CAC Guide to SEQR – no new discussion
· Excess Food for Needy Law – The new law is on hold in the governor’s office.
· SWAB (Saw Mill River Watershed Advisory Board) – The CAC issued a letter requesting the Town of Greenburgh to renew its commitment to the 2007 Memorandum of Agreement with SWAB.
· Web Page – no new discussion
· Metropolis TB 19-08 – no new discussion
· Leaf blower Law – TB has a hearing on January 27, 2021 and a possible vote on February 24, 2021.
· Invasive Plants – no new discussion
NEW BUSINESS 

· No new business
ESTABLISH DATE OF NEXT MEETING:
· Thursday, January 14, 2021 at 6:30 pm.
ABBREVIATIONS THAT MAY BE USED IN CAC MINUTES

BD

Town of Greenburgh Building Department

CAC 

Town of Greenburgh Conservation Advisory Council

CD&C

Town of Greenburgh Department of Community Development and Conservation

DEIS

Draft Environmental Impact Statement
EIS

Environmental Impact Statement
HLPB

Town of Greenburgh Historic & Landmark Preservation Board

PB

Town of Greenburgh Planning Board
PRAB

Town of Greenburgh Parks and Recreation Advisory Board
SWAB

Saw Mill River Watershed Advisory Board

TB

Town of Greenburgh Town Board

ZBA

Town of Greenburgh Zoning Board of Appeals
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